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Study 5. 

Hosea 6:1-1O

A  Temporary  Repentance.

Purpose: 

To affirm that repentance means a change of heart 

rather than cor​rect words 

or the proper form of worship.

Through the first five chapters of Hosea we have seen the rebellion of Gods people. 

The next part of the book begins with a refreshing change. 

Read Hosea  6:1-10.

1.
What happens in this passage that you have not seen so far in Hosea?

2.
What did Israel hope to receive from the Lord if they returned to him 

(vv. 1-3)?

	Questions 2-3. 

Israel’s hopes are full of nature imagery: the rising sun, the re​freshing rains. 

To a sincere seeker, the Lord will appear in those ways and more. 

Yet God saw that their love for him was as ephemeral as mist and dew. 

The people’s motive for supposedly returning to God (to gain his short-term blessings) is identical with their motive for turning to idols.


3.
Why was the Lord unsatisfied with their supposed repentance 

(vv. 4-6)?

4.
When have you dealt with a person who apologized to you 

but apparently for selfish motives? 

What happened long-term?

5 .
How does the Lord identify the evidence of true repentance 

(v. 6)?

	Question 5. 

When Jesus was challenged by self-righteous faultfinders, he quoted part of verse 6 

(Mt. 9:13, 12:7).


6 .
Most of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy are given over 

to the law of God with much attention on proper worship 

and various sacrifices and offerings. 

Scripture makes it plain that God gave those laws; they were not human inventions. 

Then what do you think God means when he announces, 

"I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings" 

(v. 6)?

	Question 6. 
What was the use of piling on sacrifices if they were not expres​sions 

                of a spirit of contrition and genuine piety of life? 

God always inspects the giver, even in the Old Testament, 

                before he inspects the gift, offering or praise. 

How can one who is unclean offer a clean sacrifice?’ 

(Kaiser, Hard Sayings. p. 275).


7.
Why is such evidence more trustworthy 

than the performance of ritual sacrifices?

	Question 7. 

A sacrifice or offering, no matter how expensive, 

                can he made without any repentance from the heart. 

To put money in a collection plate or lay something on the altar 

                is a purely external act. 

An observer can discern nothing about the giver’s spiritual condition. 

Mercy (or “steadfast love”) and the acknowledgment (or "knowledge”) of God 

                are inward qualities which in​evitably show on the outside.


8.
What sort of behavior betrayed Israel’s supposed repentance 

(vv. 7-1O)?

9.
Our motives for returning to God will never be one hundred per​cent pure, 

but the Lord does draw a line here between sincere and insincere repentance. 

In what areas of your life do you tend to make a superficial repentance?

10.
Why do you think you get stuck at a halfway point to full repentance?

In that area of your life, what would true repentance mean for you? 

(What would it look like? What changes would you make?)

